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bustards, ducks, and teal. We can hardly travel a
league without meeting a prodigious multitude of
Turkeys, which go in troops, sometimes to the
number of 200. They are larger than those that are
seen in France. I had the curiosity to weigh one
of them, and it weighed thirty-six livres. They
have a sort of hairy beard at the neck, which is half
a foot long.

Bears and deer are found there in great numbers;
there are also found countless numbers of oxen and
of roebucks; there is no year when they do not kill
more than a thousand roebucks, and more than two
thousand oxen; as far as the eye can reach, are seen
from four to five thousand oxen grazing on the
prairies. They have a hump on the back, and the
head is extremely large. Their hair, except that
on the head, is curly and soft, like wool; their flesh
is strong in its natural state, and is so light that,
even if it be eaten wholly raw, it causes no indiges-
tion. When they have killed an ox that seems to
them too lean, they are satisfied to take its tongue
and go in search of one that is more fat.

Arrows are the principal weapons that they use in
war and in hunting. These arrows are barbed at the
tip with a stone, sharpened and cut in the shape of
a serpent’s tongue; if knives are lacking, they use
arrows also for flaying the animals which they kill.
They are so adroit in bending the bow that they
scarcely ever miss their aim; and they do this with
such quickness that they will have discharged a
hundred arrows sooner than another person can
reload his gun.

They take little trouble to make nets suitable for
catching fish in the rivers, because the abundance



